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July 9, 2017      Matthew 10:24–33 

 

 24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the 

disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called 

Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 

 26 “So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, and 

nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and 

what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without 

the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So 

do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 

 32 “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in 

heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

When President Trump ran for office he was quick to define his opponents with nicknames.  He called Hillary 

“Crooked.”  He called Ted Cruz “Lyin Ted Cruz” and Marco Rubio “Little Marco.”  When people “label” 

others, it is their way of trying to peg people - so that every time you think of them - you think of that 

derogatory label.  The same was done against Jesus and John.  They called Jesus a “glutton” and a “drunkard” 

for reaching out to the dregs of society.  Even though John lived an ascetic life they still said he was demon 

possessed.  (Luke 7:33-34)  They claimed Jesus was chasing out demons with the help of Beelzebul, which 

means the “chief of demons.”  Jesus was said to be working with the most powerful of demonic forces. 

 

Jesus rebutted this by saying, “A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.”  He also made mention of the 

fact that the Pharisees also were able to chase out demons.  So who was chasing out their demons, if Satan was 

working through Him?   

 

But that’s not the point of the Scriptures that we are looking at today.  Jesus had just called his disciples to go 

out and chase out demons and heal every sickness and disease.  You would think that all would honor and 

praise them for what powerful things they did.  Yet Jesus warned them that would not be the case.  “A disciple 

is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master.  It is enough for the disciple to be like his 

teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more 

the members of his household!”  In other words, if they would not be afraid to call Jesus, the master of their 

household, Beelzebul, then don’t expect them to treat you any differently.   

 

Jesus has given us a different way of gaining the attention of the world in our day and age.  John 13:34-35 says, 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By 

this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  Our defining characteristic in a 

world of hate is to live a life of love.  It was Christians who started hospitals and orphanages. Our mission work 

usually revolves around how we care for the sick and the underprivileged yet today.  In an ideal world, if our 

husbands and wives loved each other as God has laid out, we would also be a beacon of love in what it means to 

be married.  If our children behaved with kindness and compassion and mercy, they too would be beacons of 

love.  This is how it should be.   
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Yet Christians today - at least the conservative ones - are being constantly defined by our society as 

homophobes, intolerant, hate-filled, bigots because of our stance on sexuality, marriage, children, and so much 

more.   It is the same methodology that the Pharisees used against Jesus; and the devil knows that there’s 

nothing we hate more than being labeled as “hateful.”  It’s the exact opposite of what we want.   

 

Why is that happening?  Love, in the American sense, is much different than the Biblical sense of love.  The 

American sense of love is acceptance.  In the Biblical sense, love is defined in Christ.  He willingly sacrificed 

Himself on the cross to pay for the sins of the world.  Love calls people to repent of their sins and their sinful 

ways and find mercy and forgiveness in Jesus.  This type of love does not accept people as they are.  We judge 

sinners of their sins in hopes they will repent and look to Jesus.  It calls on even infants to get bathed in Christ 

and be washed in Jesus’ forgiveness for their sinfulness.  Yet this is called “hate” by our society.   

 

So how do we respond?  Much of American Christianity has decided to live by the American standard of love, 

to accept everybody and everything so that they can avoid the labels of being called “hateful” and “intolerant.”   

 

Just recently on June 8th, Russell Vought, President Trump’s nominee to be deputy director of the White House 

Office of Management and Budget, was interviewed by Senator Bernie Sanders.  He was excoriated by Sanders 

for stating that Muslims have a “deficient theology” and that they “stand condemned.”   

 

Sen. Sanders: "'Muslims do not simply have a deficient theology. They do not know God because they have 

rejected Jesus Christ, His Son, and they stand condemned.' Do you believe that that statement is Islamophobic?" 

Mr. Vought: "Absolutely not, Senator. I'm a Christian, and I believe in a Christian set of principles based on 

my faith... 

Sanders: "...Forgive me, we just don't have a lot of time. Do you believe people in the Muslim religion stand 

condemned? Is that your view?" 

Vought: "Again, Senator, I'm a Christian, and I wrote that piece in accordance with the statement of faith at 

Wheaton College..." 

Sanders: "I understand that. I don't know how many Muslims there are in America. Maybe a couple million. 

Are you suggesting that these people stand condemned? What about Jews? Do they stand condemned too?" 

Vought: "Senator, I'm a Christian..." 

Sanders [shouting]: "I understand you are a Christian, but this country [is] made of people who are not just -- I 

understand that Christianity is the majority religion, but there are other people of different religions in this 

country and around the world. In your judgment, do you think that people who are not Christians are going to be 

condemned?" 

Vought: "Thank you for probing on that question. As a Christian, I believe that all individuals are made in the 

image of God and are worthy of dignity and respect regardless of their religious beliefs. I believe that as a 

Christian that's how I should treat all individuals..." 

Sanders: "...Do you think that's respectful of other religions?... I would simply say, Mr. Chairman that this 

nominee is really not someone who this country is supposed to be about." 

 

Mr. Vought was being squeezed to denounce his faith in Christ alone as the way to salvation out of fear that he 

would be labeled as having a bigoted fear of Muslims.  If he really wanted this job, what would he do?  He tried 

to state in a positive way that he regarded all people with respect and dignity.  But he didn’t want to go back on 

what Jesus said about salvation either.  So he stated nothing positively, but nothing negatively about the state of 
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the Muslim soul.  I wouldn’t doubt that you may have faced similar quandaries in a philosophy class in college 

or in regards to certain ethics working in a hospital or someone else.  Perhaps you weren’t pressed that hard.  

Maybe you were.  How did you respond?  Did you fold?  Did you say nothing?  Or did you speak the truth?   

 

What did Jesus say in today’s text?  Do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will 

not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in 

the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops.   Instead of cowering 

about what Jesus said and did, speak up and speak out.  Why?  Because there will be a resurrection from the 

dead, when all people will be summoned from the grave to stand before Jesus.  Then Jesus will expose who was 

right and who was wrong: who was good and who was evil.   

 

It was interesting that in my daily devotions I came across this verse recently in Isaiah 31 -  

        “As a lion growls, a great lion over his prey—  

         and though a whole band of shepherds is called together against him,  

         he is not frightened by their shouts or disturbed by their clamor—  

         so the LORD Almighty will come down to do battle on Mount Zion and on its heights.  

Like a great and powerful lion standing in the midst of threatening shepherds, you can’t help but think of the 

great bravado Jesus had in the face of Pharisees and Teachers of the Law.  When they went to arrest Him, He 

boldly told them that He was Jesus.  They fell back on the ground!  When He stood before the High Priest, Jesus 

boldly and loudly proclaimed that He was the Son of God and He would come again in the clouds to judge.  

Jesus fearlessly proclaimed the truth even though He knew it would land Him on the cross.  He allowed Himself 

to be nailed on the cross on the heights of Mt. Zion.  Why?  He went there to do battle against the forces of evil.  

He knew and believed He Himself would be punished in order to pay for the sins of the world and that He 

would raise from the dead as the victor over death and sin and hell, and He did it.  He did this so He could see 

us in heaven and give us the salvation that He earned.   

 

It is this same Jesus who who says to you, “Do not be afraid of them.”  Don’t be afraid of what they call you.  

Don’t be afraid of what they can do to you.  Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.   Some people can cause a lot of pain 

to us.  Paul spoke about Alexander the metalworker that did him a lot of harm.  In today’s reading from Acts he 

was nearly torn apart while on trial.  But that didn’t keep him from speaking the truth of the resurrection.  

Shouldn’t you be more afraid of denying Christ, since He is the One you will stand before on Judgment Day?  

People like Senator Sanders may be able to vote people from getting jobs in the government, but he will have 

no say on where your soul ends up on Judgment Day.   

 

And that’s not all!  Jesus reminded you, ““Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them 

will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your 

head are all numbered. 31 So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.”   It’s 

interesting to think about - how God pays attention to such seemingly minute things - even the death of a 

sparrow - when there are millions of them!  Scientist David Menton put a bird’s feather under a microscope and 

found out some amazing things.   

Feathers may look simple, but they’re really very complicated. Each one can have more than a million 

tiny parts. The precise position of each feather is monitored by sensory receptors and controlled 

individually by tiny muscles to change shape and position in response to varying air pressure.  Feathers 
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are stronger by weight than any man-made substitute.  They are so strong because each feather is made 

up of a shaft with two vanes. Each vane has, on average, 400 barbs extending out from the shaft of the 

feather. Each barb has an average of 800 barbules that have many hooklets that interconnect each barb. 

This interconnecting structure acts like Velcro and is therefore extremely strong, flexible and very light-

weight. 

You are like that feather under the microscope of God.  He pays great attention to you, even counting the 

numbers of hairs on your head.  This is what Jesus promises.   Reason with yourself.  If God cares that much for 

sparrows, then since He died for me and adopted me and calls me His child, surely He must care more for me, 

right?  What am I so worried about dying for, when I will live forever in heaven?  Why should I worry about 

what people say about me, when God calls me His child?  What does it matter if they say I am full of hate, 

when I know what true love is in Jesus Christ?  Jesus said,  

32 “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in 

heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in 

heaven.” 

What is true love?  To say nothing in fear, or to speak up in love?   

 

When I was in high school I got a job detasseling corn at about age 13 or so.  It was very hard and difficult 

work, and I had to work with some really rough and difficult teenagers who seemed to be into drugs and what 

not and could be kind of dangerous.  I had a friend from my high school who also worked there.  He was shorter 

in stature but full of bravado and in my opinion didn’t know when to be quiet.  He wouldn’t back down from 

anyone at any time.  In some senses it was impressive.  He was so much more brave than me.  But in other 

senses it was dangerous.  He was getting closer and closer into getting in a fight he didn’t need to get into 

because of his mouth.  Finally, one morning, I stopped sitting by him.  I didn’t want to get in a fight myself.  He 

looked at me like I had betrayed him, and I’ll never forget that.  If I truly considered him my friend, I should 

have taken the consequences of being his friend.   

 

I do that all too often with Jesus too.  We all sing, “What a friend we have in Jesus.”  We call Him more than 

that.  He is our Lord and our God and our Savior.  He has earned these titles.  He has gone through hell to pay 

for our sins.  He has given us heaven by dying for us and rising from the dead.  There are great benefits that we 

have from being united with Jesus.  We have the peace of forgiveness.  We have the hope of the resurrection 

from the dead.  We have the power to resist temptation and fight against the forces of evil with His Word and 

sacrament! 

 

But there are also consequences to being His children.  You will be called names.  You will be accused falsely.  

You will be looked at as weak and hateful and unloving by our intolerant society.  You will be hunted by Satan 

and his demons.  Expect nothing less, but don’t be afraid of it.   They can’t do anything to your soul.  God is 

more powerful than they are, and the only way others will know the truth is if we speak it.  Think about that 

when it comes to your neighbors, your friends on Twitter and Facebook, your classmates, your co-workers, and 

your own fellow Christians.   Amen.   


